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cyder."   Apparently in those days hard labor and
hard drinking went well together.

The Cape May people, relying almost entirely
on the water for communication and trade, soon
took to piloting vessels in the Delaware River, and
some of them still follow this occupation. They
also became skillful sailors and builders of small
craft, and it is not surprising to learn that Jacocks
Swain and his sons introduced, in 1811, the cen-
terboard for keeping flat-bottomed craft closer
to the wind. They are said to have taken out a
patent for this invention and are given the credit
of being the originators of the idea. But the
device was known in England in 1774, was intro-
duced in Massachusetts in the same year, an<
may have been used long before by the Dutct
The need of it, however, was no doubt strong!
impressed upon the Cape May people by the diffi-
culties which their little sloops experienced in
beating home against contrary winds. Some of
them, indeed, spent weeks in sight of the Cape, un-
able to make it. One sloop, the Nancy, seventy-two
days from Demarara, hung off and on for forty-
three clays from December 25, 1787, to Febru-
ary 6, 1788, and was driven, off fifteen times be-
fore she finally got into Hereford Inlet. Sometimes